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1. Introduc�on 
1. Solidarity with OTHERS thanks the Commitee for the Preven�on of Torture for its engagement 

with civil society organisa�ons and its openness to coopera�on. We are honoured to share 
with you our reflec�ons on Türkiye, which will be reviewed in the next session under the 
Conven�on. 

2. Solidarity with OTHERS is a non-governmental organiza�on established in Brussels with the 
aim of defending and promo�ng human rights in Türkiye. Our name reflects our solid 
commitment to act in solidarity with anyone who has been subjected to injus�ce and 
viola�ons in Türkiye, regardless of race, religious beliefs, social affilia�on or poli�cal views. Our 
work consists of ensuring that rights viola�ons in Türkiye do not go unno�ced and unrecorded. 
In order to accomplish this, we prepare and release reports, fact sheets and newsleters on 
major human rights issues.  

3. We will take aten�on to the enormous number of reported cases of torture and other ill-
treatment that were direct results of the Turkish government's repressive policies at the 
na�onal level since the 15 July coup atempt. The reported incidents, especially against 
members of the Gülen movement and people from the Kurdish minority, con�nue to increase 
despite the de jure cessa�on of the state of emergency. Türkiye, where in addi�on to ill-
treatment in prisons, new forms of torture, such as deten�on of minors and their mothers 
within the scope of the in�mida�on policy are prevalently used, should be under close 
examina�on of interna�onal ins�tu�ons. 

4. In this submission,  
a. The State Party's inadequate and unconvincing responses to the ques�ons in the 

LOIPR (2018) will be cri�cised by providing factual data. 
b. Important recent issues out of LOIPR (2018) will be enumerated.  
c. Background informa�on about State Party’s crackdown on Gülen movement will be 

given. 
5. To keep this submission short and precise, only the selected issues that are deemed significant 

will be discussed.  

2. Issues included in LOIPR  
Ar�cle 2 

a. Insufficient inves�ga�ons  
6. In Para. 10 of the LOIPR (2018), Türkiye was asked to provide informa�on on formal 

inves�ga�ons, prosecu�ons, and their outcomes in rela�on to the allega�ons of torture and 
ill-treatment. The Special rapporteur’s conclusion that the small number of investigations was 
carried out when compared to reported incidents of torture in the aftermath of the coup was 
also highlighted.  

7. In State party’s response (para 43), it was said that only 17 inves�ga�ons had resulted in 
convic�on while 41 cases had resulted in release between 15 July 2016 and 28 July 2020.  

8. Regarding the small numbers of inves�ga�on of allega�ons and numerous incidents reported 
by credible organisa�ons, it is obvious that the Turkish authori�es shield the public officials 
involved in torture and ill-treatment incidents. Here is the prominent example of non-or-
insufficient-inves�ga�on of torture allega�ons: 
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a. Case of Gökhan Açıkkollu: State party responded, in para. 44, that Mr. Açıkkollu was 
died because of heart atack and that there was no inten�onal or negligent ac�on of 
any person. However, in its decision 25 October 2022, Human Rights Commitee (UN) 
determined that Gökhan Açıkkollu was subjected to torture and ill-treatment while in 
deten�on, and that the State failed to inves�gate these allega�ons promptly, 
impar�ally, and thoroughly.1 The Commitee also found that the failure to inves�gate 
his death caused mental suffering to his family, viola�ng their rights under Ar�cle 7. 
This case shows that there is no adequate inves�ga�on of allega�ons in Türkiye.  

Cases that emerged after LOIPR (2018) and that are to be asked to the Türkiye 
a. Case of Aysun Işınkaralar: Aysun Işınkaralar, a 35-year-old metallurgical engineer who 

was arrested on May 7, 2018 for running a girls’ dormitory affiliated with the faith-
based Gülen movement that has since been closed, spent 56 months in prison before 
being released on December 22, 2022. Işınkaralar’s ordeal was documented in a report 
by the Turkish Human Rights Founda�on (TİHV), which shed light on the cruel 
treatment of detainees and prisoners following the failed coup in July 2016.2 While 
she was in police custody, Işınkaralar says she was subjected to electric shocks, 
strangula�on atempts, sexual harassment and a mock execu�on. She recounted the 
torture:“They gave me electric shocks on my ankles, first on the right, then on the le�, 
then both. I felt the electricity in my whole body, from my teeth to the roots of my 
hair. I thought I was going to die,”3 However, the prosecutors didn't process her 
complaints.4 

b. Case of Orhan İnandı:  Orhan İnandı is a Turkish-Kyrgyz educator and the founder of 
the Sapat school network in Kyrgyzstan. He was abducted by Türkiye’s Na�onal 
Intelligence Organiza�on (MİT) on May 31, 2021, due to alleged links to the Gülen 
movement. Following his abduc�on, İnandı was rendered to Türkiye, where he 
claimed he was tortured for 37 days, resul�ng in severe injuries, including a broken 
arm.5 The report writen by the Ankara Bar Associa�on describing the tortures to 
which Orhan İnandı was subjected was published 3 years a�er the incident as a result 
of a long concealment.6 However, Orhan İnandı's complaints were not processed and 
examined. 

9. All three cases described above illustrate the situa�on of people who have been arrested and 
tortured because of their links to the Gülen movement. The allega�ons of torture against these 
people who have been systema�cally targeted by Turkish government, and sentenced to 
prison by its poli�cised judiciary are deliberately not inves�gated. 

10. Solidarity with OTHERS is concerned that torture allega�ons of detainees such as 
Aysun Işınkaralar and Orhan İnandı have not been processed or examined 
adequately by Turkish prosecutors, reflec�ng ongoing issues in addressing torture 
claims effec�vely. 

 
1 UN Human Rights Commitee, 'Views Adopted by the Commitee under Ar�cle 5(4) of the Op�onal Protocol, 
Concerning Communica�on No. 3730/2020' (25 October 2022) UN Doc CCPR/C/136/D/3730/2020  
2 Annex-I Epicrisis Report of the Human Rights Founda�on of Türkiye 
3 Media news covering Mrs. Işınkaralar’s case 
4 Annex -II Decision of Non-prosecu�on 
5 Media news covering Mr. İnandı’s case 
6 Report by Ankara Bar Associa�on  

https://privacylac-my.sharepoint.com/personal/sanliac_privacylac_onmicrosoft_com/Documents/UN%20Human%20Rights%20Committee,%20'Views%20Adopted%20by%20the%20Committee%20under%20Article%205(4)%20of%20the%20Optional%20Protocol,%20Concerning%20Communication%20No.%203730/2020'%20(25%20October%202022)%20UN%20Doc%20CCPR/C/136/D/3730/2020
https://www.turkishminute.com/2024/02/10/electric-shocks-mock-execution-woman-detained-over-gulen-links-recounts-torture-by-police/
https://stockholmcf.org/abducted-and-tortured-educator-inandi-gives-details-of-his-ordeal-at-first-hearing-of-his-trial/
https://www.drgokhangunes.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Orhan-Inandi-Ankara-Barosu-Insan-Haklari-Merkezi-Raporu.pdf
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b. Enforced disappearances 
11. In Para. 6 of the LOIPR (2018), Türkiye was asked to provide informa�on on cases of abduc�on 

and enforced disappearance, and whether there have been any inves�ga�ons and 
prosecu�ons related to such alleged cases and their outcome. 

12. In State Party’s response (paras. 28), Türkiye didn’t answer the ques�on and referenced to 
the communica�ons from the UN Working Group on Enforced Disappearances.  

13. In the last Report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, it was 
stated that the current status of Türkiye regarding enforced disappearances is highly 
concerning, characterized by a lack of recogni�on and ac�on on past cases, an increase in 
recent disappearances, and widespread impunity.7 It was stated that the government has not 
acknowledged the enforced disappearances from the 1990s or implemented a comprehensive 
policy to address them. The report also highlighted that the abduc�ons by state agents, 
par�cularly targe�ng perceived members of the Gülen movement, and state-sponsored 
extraterritorial abduc�ons have become common prac�ce in line with the state policy.8    

Cases that emerged after LOIPR (2018) and that are to be asked to the Türkiye 
14. There has been no effec�ve inves�ga�on into these allega�ons, and procedural safeguards to 

prevent such viola�ons are lacking.  Here are the state-sponsored abduc�on and enforced 
disappearances examples of people accused of being a member of Gülen movement: 

a. Orhan İnandı: He is a Turkish-Kyrgyz educator and the founder of the Sapat school 
network in Kyrgyzstan. He was abducted by Türkiye’s Na�onal Intelligence 
Organiza�on (MİT) on May 31, 2021, due to alleged links to the Gülen movement. 
Erdogan announced that a�er a successful opera�on, Mr. İnandı was taken to Türkiye.9 
He has been sentenced to 21 years imprisonment. 

b. Gökhan Türkmen: He was forcibly disappeared on 7 February 2019 in Antalya.10 He 
was subjected to severe torture, harassment, and ill-treatment during 271 days in 
Ankara. He was taken back to Antalya province and his official deten�on period started 
then.   

c. Zabit Kişi: He is a Turkish na�onal who the Turkish authori�es brought to Türkiye from 
Kazakhstan in September 2017. However, it took un�l February 2018 for him to be 
formally arrested over his alleged Gülen links. In the mean�me, he was unofficially 
detained, and his family was not able to obtain any informa�on as to his whereabouts. 
Kişi’s family later revealed a response they received from Kazakh authori�es to one of 
their inquiries, confirming that Kişi was in fact taken to Türkiye by a Turkish Airlines 
flight on September 30, 2017, in the company of intelligence officers from the MİT.11 
In July 2018, Zabit kişi wrote a leter from prison, addressed to the Kocaeli 5th High 
Criminal Court, in which he revealed the details of his brutal interroga�on that lasted 
for months prior to his formal arrest, at a loca�on close to the Ankara airport.12 

d. Sunay Elmas: He was reported missing in Ankara as of January 27, 2016. He was on 
his way back from dropping his children at home when he was forcibly taken into a 

 
7 United Na�ons, Human Rights Council. "Follow-up to the Recommenda�ons Made by the Working Group on 
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances in Its Report on Its Visit to Türkiye from 14 to 18 March 2016 
(A/HRC/45/13/Add.4)." 28 August 2020 accessible here 
8 Ibid. para. 8 
9 Media news covering Erdogan’s statements 
10 Amnesty Interna�onals call to find Mr. Türkmen 
11 Media news covering Mr. Kişi’s abduc�on 
12 Mr. Kişi’s leter 

https://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/HRC/45/13/Add.4&Lang=E
https://www.dw.com/tr/erdo%C4%9Fan-orhan-i%CC%87nand%C4%B1-t%C3%BCrkiyeye-getirildi/a-58168782
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/EUR4408812019ENGLISH.pdf
https://stockholmcf.org/zabit-kisi-turkish-citizen-abducted-in-kazakhstan-jailed-in-turkey-over-5-months-later-on-alleged-links-to-gulen-movement/
https://stockholmcf.org/man-abducted-by-turkish-intelligence-in-kazakhstan-reveals-he-was-tortured-when-missing/
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Volkswagen Transporter van near Ankara’s CEPA shopping mall. CCTV footage 
obtained by his family clearly showed Elmas being intercepted a�er ge�ng out of his 
car and being forced into the van. However, the Ankara police and prosecutors 
conducted no further inves�ga�on.13 Elmas remains missing as of wri�ng. 

e. Selahaddin Gülen: He is a teacher and also the nephew of Fethullah Gülen. He was 
abducted by Turkish intelligence agents from Kenya in May 2021.14 Despite a Kenyan 
court ruling against his extradi�on, he was forcibly brought to Türkiye where he faced 
terrorism charges related to his associa�on with the Gülen movement. 

f. Yasin Ugan and Özgür Kaya: Mr. Ugan is a Turkish ci�zen who was abducted in 2019 
by Turkish intelligence agents. He, along with another man named Özgür Kaya, was 
taken from his apartment building in Ankara under mysterious circumstances. Ugan 
was missing for six months before reappearing in police custody. During his �me in 
deten�on, Ugan reported that he was subjected to severe torture.15 

g. Hüseyin Galip Küçüközyiğit: Mr. Küçüközyiğit, a former legal advisor at the Prime 
Ministry who was dismissed from his job following the 2016 coup atempt, was 
reported missing as of December 29, 2020.16 Prior to his disappearance, Küçüközyiğit 
had arranged by phone a mee�ng with his family members in Kocaeli. He was 
expected to drive from Ankara with a vehicle with the license plate 34 FNF 28, which 
belonged to his sibling. Along with Küçüközyiğit, the vehicle also disappeared. His 
family members no�fied a local police sta�on on December 31, a presiden�al inquiry 
pla�orm (CİMER) on January 1, the Ankara Chief Prosecutor’s Office on January 5, the 
United Na�ons on January 12 and the Cons�tu�onal Court on January 22. Unable to 
get a meaningful response from the authori�es, the family by itself acquired security 
camera footage of Küçüközyiğit’s workplace and discovered that he was followed by 
three individuals on his way into the office for the last �me. He was later determined 
to be in Ankara's Sincan Prison on Sep. 13, 2021, a�er more than eight months of 
being missing. 

h. Yusuf Bilge Tunç: Yusuf Bilge Tunç, a former public sector worker who was previously 
removed from his post at Türkiye’s Ministry of Industry by an emergency decree over 
alleged Gülen links, was reported missing in Ankara as of August 6, 2019. Tunç, who 
had already moved out of his family’s residence because of a deten�on warrant for 
suspected �es to the Gülen movement, reportedly disappeared without a trace, with 
only his car being found in the GİMAT shopping mall in Ankara.17 His wife Nuray Tunç’s 
complaints went ignored by the police. The prosecutors declined to look for evidence 
in the car, despite all requests. As of wri�ng, Yusuf Bilge Tunç remains unaccounted 
for.  

i. Mustafa Özben: Mr. Özben, a lawyer and an academic who used to give lectures at 
the Gülen-affiliated Turgut Özal University, which was shut down during the state of 
emergency, was reported missing in Ankara as of May 9, 2017. He first disappeared 
a�er dropping his daughter at school. Family members later located his abandoned 
car. He disappeared for 92 days. A�er having provided all the informa�on he held, he 
was le� to heal from the inflicted injuries and eventually released. The abductors told 
him to go home but to come to a specific park a few days later where he needed to 

 
13 Media news covering the disapperance of Mr. Elmas 
14 Media news covering Mr. Gülen’s abduc�on 
15 Media news covering Mr. Ugan’s case 
16 Amnesty Interna�onal campaign to find Mr. Küçüközyiğit 
17 Media news covering Mr. Tunç’s case 

https://stockholmcf.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/06/Enforced-Dissappearences-in-Turkey_22_June_2017.pdf
https://www.euronews.com/2022/03/22/turkey-jails-nephew-of-cleric-fethullah-gulen-on-terrorism-charges
https://www.turkishminute.com/2020/06/25/another-man-testifies-about-torture-by-security-officers-during-enforced-disappearance/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/EUR4436032021ENGLISH.pdf
https://stockholmcf.org/at-least-let-us-know-if-hes-still-alive-mother-of-former-civil-servant-says-4-years-after-sons-disappearance/
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follow their instruc�ons. He did not want to comply with these instruc�ons and went 
into hiding – first in Türkiye and a�erwards by fleeing abroad.18 

15. These cases are given as examples of cases reflected in the media. Many more cases have been 
reported and are awai�ng a response from the Turkish authori�es. Like the enforced 
disappearances of members of the Kurdish minority in the 1990s, since 2016 they have been 
carried out against members of the Gülen movement. Moreover, abduc�ons from foreign 
countries have been publicised on television with pride by the head of state. 

16. Solidarity with OTHERS finds it highly troubling that abduc�ons by state agents, 
par�cularly targe�ng perceived members of the Gülen movement, have become a 
common prac�ce. The cases of Orhan İnandı, Gökhan Türkmen, and Zabit Kişi 
highlight the alarming patern of enforced disappearances followed by torture and 
ill-treatment. 

17. There has been no effec�ve inves�ga�on into the unresolved cases of enforced 
disappearances such as Yusuf Bilge Tunç and Sunay Elmas, who remain missing. 

Ar�cle 11 

a. Strip searches 
18. In Para. 31 of the LOIPR (2018), Türkiye was asked to provide informa�on on strip searches 

and invasive body searches of both inmates and visitors in places of deten�on.   
19. In State Party’s response (paras. 156 -159), Türkiye only reiterated its domes�c law and stated 

that strip search is legal and necessary. Türkiye also provided some numbers.  
20. Considering that strip searches have been systema�cally applied to people detained on 

charges of membership of terrorist organisa�ons and that hundreds of thousands of people 
have been detained for this reason since 2016, it is obvious that the figures given by the Turkish 
authori�es do not reflect the reality. 

Cases Emerged after LIOPR 2018 
21. In 2020, the prac�ce of strip-searching of university students in the province of Uşak was 

cri�cised by MP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu and announced to the public.19  
a. Strip-search of University students in Uşak province:  Uşak Police detained 26 people 

including 23 female students on 1 September 2020 as part of Gülen Movement 
inves�ga�ons. During their deten�on, the students were subjected to strip searches. 
Bold Medya revealed the incident through interviews with three female students, 
which MP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioğlu subsequently brought to the Turkish Parliament. 
The female students, whose names were withheld for security reasons, detailed their 
experiences during the strip searches. They described being forced to undress, with 
only their tops and bras le� on, having their bras li�ed and inspected manually, and 
undergoing hair and metal item checks. They were required to fully remove their pants 
and lower their underwear to their knees while doing squats. This treatment, even 
without physical contact, was reported as highly distressing and humilia�ng.20 

22. This issue involved numerous poli�cal figures and remained a prominent topic in Türkiye for 
months. Turkish authori�es made a statement that they conduct detailed searches, not strip 

 
18 The statements of Mr. Özben 
19 Media news covering the announcement of strip-search incident in Uşak 
20 Interview with the students subjected to strip search 

https://turkeytribunal.org/the-witnesses/mustafa-ozben/
https://bianet.org/haber/turkey-has-a-justice-ministry-full-of-scandals-236001
https://boldmedya.com/2020/09/08/kiz-ogrencilere-iskence-kulotunu-indirip-otur-kalk-yaptirdilar/
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searches.21 Ankara Public prosecutor’s office also announced that they launched inves�ga�ons 
against those who men�oned about strip searches on their social media accounts on the 
charges of being member of terrorist organisa�on.22  

23. One year a�er the disclosure of the strip search prac�ce in Uşak, the regula�on was amended, 
and the term strip search was removed and replaced with the term detailed search.23 
However, in prac�ce, strip searches con�nue under the name of detailed searches. In a very 
recent case, Esra Solin Dal, a reporter for the pro-Kurdish Mezopotamya Agency, has been 
subjected to strip search during her deten�on on the charges of membership in a terrorist 
organiza�on.24    

24. Strip search is a common prac�ce in Türkiye, especially for terror offences.25 Considering that 
female university students detained on the grounds of allegiance to the Gülen movement did 
not take part in any armed ac�on, protest or similar ac�vity, it cannot be expected that they 
would bring into the prisons any items of a piercing, cu�ng or injurious nature that could 
jeopardise security. Despite this, strip searches are carried out with the deliberate inten�on of 
ill-trea�ng members of the Gülen movement. 

25. Solidarity with OTHERS finds it highly concerning that in 2020, 23 female students in 
Uşak were subjected to strip searches, sparking public and poli�cal outrage. The 
authori�es’ response and subsequent amendment of regula�ons have not 
effec�vely stopped the prac�ce, which con�nues under the guise of "detailed 
searches." 

 

 
21 Statements of the Directorate of Prisons in Türkiye 
22Announcement of the Prosecutors Office 
23 Amendment of the regula�on regarding strip searches 
24 Media news covering Ms Dal’s case 
25 Two cases revelead in 2022 

Summary of Concerns 

• Solidarity with OTHERS is concerned that torture allega�ons of detainees such as Aysun 
Işınkaralar and Orhan İnandı have not been processed or examined adequately by Turkish 
prosecutors, reflec�ng ongoing issues in addressing torture claims effec�vely. 

• Solidarity with OTHERS finds it highly troubling that abduc�ons by state agents, par�cularly 
targe�ng perceived members of the Gülen movement, have become a common prac�ce. 
The cases of Orhan İnandı, Gökhan Türkmen, and Zabit Kişi highlight the alarming patern 
of enforced disappearances followed by torture and ill-treatment. 

• There has been no effec�ve inves�ga�on into the unresolved cases of enforced 
disappearances such as Yusuf Bilge Tunç and Sunay Elmas, who remain missing. 

• Solidarity with OTHERS finds it highly concerning that in 2020, 23 female students in Uşak 
were subjected to strip searches, sparking public and poli�cal outrage. The authori�es’ 
response and subsequent amendment of regula�ons have not effec�vely stopped the 
prac�ce, which con�nues under the guise of "detailed searches." 

 

https://bianet.org/haber/we-make-a-detailed-search-if-there-is-reasonable-suspicion-236371
https://bianet.org/haber/feto-investigation-into-strip-search-posts-236443
https://www.dw.com/tr/cezaevlerinde-%C3%A7%C4%B1plak-arama-yerine-detayl%C4%B1-arama-yap%C4%B1lacak/a-59805815
https://bianet.org/haber/journalist-esra-solin-dal-strip-searched-kept-in-solitary-confinement-for-11-days-294995
https://stockholmcf.org/strip-search-is-an-ongoing-practice-in-turkish-prisons-opposition-deputy-says/
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3. Important issues emerged a�er the 
communica�on of the LIOPR 

a. Systema�c threats of arbitrary arrest and deten�on 
26. Despite the ECtHR's landmark judgment in Yüksel Yalçınkaya v. Türkiye, which iden�fied 

systemic viola�ons of the right to a fair trial, no punishment without law, and freedom of 
associa�on, the Erdoğan regime con�nues its oppressive measures against members of the 
Gülen movement through its poli�cized law enforcement agencies. Since 2016, deten�ons and 
prosecu�ons of Gülen movement affiliates persist unabated, reflec�ng the regime's disregard 
for interna�onal human rights rulings. Thousands of individuals remain imprisoned based on 
similar dubious evidence, and the Court, in its press release, indicated that there has been 
over 100.000 poten�al applica�on on the same subject. This ongoing repression underscores 
the Erdoğan administra�on's commitment to silencing dissent and maintaining control 
through judicial manipula�on and poli�cal persecu�on, regardless of interna�onal legal 
standards and judgments. 

27. Detentions were carried out against people who were helping the families and children of 
people who were dismissed from their jobs by the state of emergency decrees and sent to 
prison on groundless charges.26 These deten�ons reflect the genocidal atempt of the 
Erdogan regime against members of the Gülen movement. The government not only excludes 
these people from working life and leaves them with financial problems, but also detains those 
who help their families and children. This mass deten�on policy has been con�nuing even 
a�er the Yalçınkaya Judgement.27  

28. Numerous university students have also been detained on a fabricated ground of 
‘restructuring’. A�er the coup atempt in 2016, all companies, educa�onal ins�tu�ons, banks 
and non-governmental organisa�ons with links to the Gülen movement were closed down. 
Those who worked in these companies, those who had accounts in Bank Asya, those who were 
members of non-governmental organisa�ons and those who met various criteria set by the 
police were imprisoned on charges of membership of a terrorist organisa�on. A�er 2020, the 
police started to detain university students who did not meet the above-men�oned criteria 
but had connec�ons with the formerly prosecuted persons, on the grounds of restructuring.28   

29. The Erdogan regime has continued its genocidal crackdown on members of the Gülen 
movement, detaining even children under the age of 18.29 The police physically monitored 
the children of people prosecuted and sentenced for their allegiance to the Gülen movement 
and charged them with organisa�onal ac�vi�es, including public conversa�ons with each 
other.30 16 children were held in police interroga�on under heavy psychological pressure 
without the presence of a lawyer. 

30. Erdogan regime has employed a comprehensive strategy of in�mida�on and coercion against 
members of the Gülen movement, including systema�c threats of arbitrary arrest and 
deten�on. The regime rou�nely threatens Gülenists with arbitrary arrest and deten�on, 
crea�ng a pervasive climate of fear even on the minors, university students and elderly people. 

 
26 Media news covering the mass deten�ons on the grounds of aiding the families and children. 
27 Up-to-date ‘Mass Deten�on Database’ prepared by Solidarity with Others 
28 Media news covering mass deten�ons on the grounds of restructuring. 
29 Media news covering deten�on of Minors 
30 Report on viola�on of Children’s rights during the Deten�on of Minors 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#%7B%22fulltext%22:%5B%22yal%C3%A7%C4%B1nkaya%22%5D,%22documentcollectionid2%22:%5B%22GRANDCHAMBER%22,%22CHAMBER%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22001-227636%22%5D%7D
https://www.turkishminute.com/2022/10/19/mass-detention-of-gulen-followers-over-donations-sparks-condemnation-and-anger/
https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/mass-detentions
https://www.turkishminute.com/2024/05/11/turkey-issue-detention-warrant-for-87-people-over-alleged-gulen-links-in-week/
https://stockholmcf.org/erdogans-crackdown-does-not-spare-minors-teenagers-recount-trauma-of-police-custody/
https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/_files/ugd/b886b2_e725982b64ac4ed4a9ca200af61f676c.pdf
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31. Solidarity with OTHERS is par�cularly concerned that even minors connected to the 
Gülen movement have been subjected to deten�on and interroga�on under 
psychological pressure, indica�ng the regime’s broad approach to in�mida�on and 
coercion against perceived members of the Movement. 

 

b. Prison Observa�on Boards Decisions: A Newly Emerging 
Method of Torture 

32. It has been a known fact that Türkiye has been systema�cally targe�ng Kurdish minority and 
the members of Gülen movement by means of the arbitrary deten�ons and arrests. During 
the state of emergency and in the following years, the Erdoğan regime took judicial ac�on 
against approximately 693,162 people, detained 342,136 people suspected of having links 
with the Gülen movement, arrested 102,579 people, convicted 122,632 people.31 Moreover, 
the Turkish authori�es maintain their unlawful prac�ces against those imprisoned, as 
evidenced by Prison Observa�on Board decisions. 

33. Under Turkish criminal jus�ce system, a poli�cal prisoner is o�en sentenced to at least 6 years 
3 months imprisonments on the charges of being a member of an armed terrorist organisa�on. 
According to the Turkish criminal procedure code, for a poli�cal prisoner to become eligible 
for condi�onal release, he/she must serve 4 years, 8 months, and 10 days in prison. This period 
is determined as 3 years, 8 months, and 10 days for parole. A�er having served these periods 
in prison, one can ask for parole or condi�onal release to Prison Observa�on Board. This Board 
has the discre�on to reject the applica�on only by a reasoned decision.   

34. What is problema�c here is that the parole applica�ons of poli�cal prisoners who have served 
the minimum term have been arbitrarily rejected by Boards. The grounds of rejec�on cited in 
the decisions clearly demonstrate this arbitrariness. Poli�cal prisoners who have not been 
subjected to any disciplinary punishment during their imprisonment are not allowed to enjoy 
the right to parole/condi�onal release granted to them by the Criminal Jus�ce System because 
of the arbitrary decisions of Prison Observa�on Boards. Here are the recent cases appeared in 
the media: 

a. Ali Odabaşı (links to the Gülen movement): Lawyer Mr. Odabaşı, formerly the 
Responsible Editor of Zaman Newspaper, has been unjustly held at Sincan T Type 
Prison for approximately eight years. Ini�ally arrested and subsequently detained, his 
first incarcera�on lasted 15 months, a�er which he was released only to be rearrested 
three months later and returned to prison. Despite significant lack of evidence 
throughout the trial process, Odabaşı was sentenced to 6 years and 3 months in 
prison, with an addi�onal arbitrary charge of fraud adding two more years. On 
November 22, 2023, when he was due for condi�onal release, the Prison 
Administra�on and Observa�on Board extended his sentence by three months using 
the arbitrary jus�fica�on that he could not adapt to society, and later, this period was 
further extended by another six months.32 Odabaşı’s health has also deteriorated 
significantly while in custody. He has undergone four surgeries and requires urgent 
surgery due to a tear in his abdominal lining, yet his access to healthcare under prison 
condi�ons has been inadequate. 

 
31 The statements of Minister of Jus�ce Yılmaz Tunç 
32 MP Ömer Faruk Gergerlioülu announced Mr. Odabaşı’s denial of parole 

https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/bakan-tunc-darbe-girisimi-gecesini-ve-fetoyle-mucadeleyi-aaya-anlatti/2944560
https://www.omerfarukgergerlioglu.com/basin/cezaevi-hak-ihlalleri-ve-gundem-degerlendirme-basin-toplantisi-18-nisan-2024/33603/
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b. Dijwar Nesri İsmail (pro-Kurdish): 30-year prisoner Dijwar Nesri Ismail's release has 
been prevented for 3 years on various grounds even though he has completed his 
sentence. İsmail, who is unable to lead his life on his own because he cannot use one 
arm, is on the list of ill prisoners of Human Rights Associa�on (IHD). İsmail, who is 
being held in Afyonkarahisar T Type Prison No 1, had his release extended for the 7th 
�me. İsmail, whose release was postponed for 6 months, is the prisoner whose release 
was postponed for the longest �me among 384 prisoners. It was alleged that Ali 
Haydar Zeray, prison director, who is seen as the biggest obstacle to the release of 
Dijwar, said to Dijwar: ‘You cannot get out while I am here’.33  

35. The Human Rights Associa�on (İHD) reports that since the beginning of 2021, the release of 
at least 313 prisoners has been blocked mul�ple �mes due to the decisions of the Prison 
Observa�on Boards. Among these, 48 prisoners were eventually released a�er one or more 
extensions of their sentences. Addi�onally, 88 of the affected prisoners are on the list of sick 
prisoners, with 42 classified as severely ill. The regula�on changes have resulted in the 
con�nued imprisonment of these individuals, with some prisoners having their releases 
blocked repeatedly.34 

36. Solidarty With OTHERS is alarmed by the arbitrary rejec�on of parole applica�ons 
by Prison Observa�on Boards for poli�cal prisoners who have served the minimum 
term. This prac�ce prevents prisoners from enjoying their legal right to parole or 
condi�onal release, as seen in the case of Ali Odabaşı, who had his sentence unjustly 
extended despite no disciplinary viola�ons. 

 

4. Persis�ng repressions against Gülen Movement  
a. How Gülen movement became target of Erdogan Regime 

37. The Gülen movement is a social movement of volunteers ini�ated by the Turkish Islamic 
scholar Fethullah Gülen, which promotes philanthropy, educa�on and dialogue, ac�ng around 
values and ideas such as serving society and humanity, seeking one's own happiness in the 
happiness of others, and spreading mutual empathy and respect through dialogue.   

 
33 Media news covering the MR. İsmail’s case 
34 The Statement of the Human Rights Associa�on 

Summary of Concerns 

• Solidarity with OTHERS is par�cularly concerned that even minors connected to the Gülen 
movement have been subjected to deten�on and interroga�on under psychological 
pressure, indica�ng the regime’s broad approach to in�mida�on and coercion against 
perceived members of the Movement. 

• Solidarity With OTHERS is alarmed by the arbitrary rejec�on of parole applica�ons by Prison 
Observa�on Boards for poli�cal prisoners who have served the minimum term. This prac�ce 
prevents prisoners from enjoying their legal right to parole or condi�onal release, as seen 
in the case of Ali Odabaşı, who had his sentence unjustly extended despite no disciplinary 
viola�ons. 

 

https://www.evrensel.net/haber/518271/mahpus-ismailin-keyfi-uygulamalarla-7-kez-tahliyesi-ertelendi
https://www.ihd.org.tr/mahpuslarin-tahliyelerini-engelleyen-idare-ve-gozlem-kurullari-iptal-edilsin/


 

12 
 

38. The Gülen movement has become a vic�m of the repressive and unlawful policies of the 
authoritarian Erdoğan regime, which has been in power in Türkiye for the last 22 years. A�er 
the bribery and corrup�on opera�ons against some ministers on 17/25 December 2013, the 
Erdoğan regime, which moved away from democra�c values and shi�ed towards an 
authoritarian ground, considered the Gülen movement as a threat.35 The regime dismissed 
some public officials it perceived to be affiliated with the movement from their jobs, and at 
the same �me began to organise hate campaigns against the movement within the society.36 
In 2016, the Gülen movement was declared a terrorist organisa�on by the Turkish 
government.37  Subsequently, Erdoğan blamed the Gülen movement for the coup atempt on 
15 July 2016.38  In the a�ermath of the coup atempt, Erdoğan declared a state of emergency 
in the country in order to strengthen his authoritarian regime and suppress his opponents, 
using emergency decrees as an arbitrary tool in pursuit of his poli�cal interests. 39   During the 
state of emergency and in the following years, the Erdoğan regime took judicial ac�on against 
approximately 693,162 people, detained 342,136 people suspected of belonging to the Gülen 
movement, arrested 102,579 people, convicted 122,632 people;40 dismissed at least 125,678 
public officials; closed down 35 health ins�tu�ons, 1043 private educa�on ins�tu�ons, 1229 
founda�ons and associa�ons, 19 trade unions and 15 founda�on higher educa�on 
ins�tu�ons; and publicly labelled approximately 2 million people as terrorists.41    

39. Apart from Erdoğan, no state or interna�onal organisa�on has accepted the allega�ons that 
the coup atempt was planned by the Gülen Movement and that the Movement is a terrorist 
organisa�on. The United Na�ons and the European Union42 have not accepted the allega�on 
that the Gülen movement is engaged in terrorist ac�vi�es.  Moreover, the UN has condemned 
the arbitrary and unlawful treatment of the Gülen movement by the Turkish government 
during the state of emergency and resolved to stop it immediately.43    

40. In response to the Erdoğan regime's arbitrary sentencing of members of the Gülen movement, 
the European Court of Human Rights ruled in Yüksel Yalçınkaya v. Türkiye that there had been 
a viola�on of rights.44 In its judgment announced on 26 September 2023, the Grand Chamber 
stated that Türkiye had violated the fundamental rights to a fair trial (Art. 6), no punishment 
without law (Art. 7) and freedom of assembly and associa�on (Art. 11) of the European 
Conven�on on Human Rights in rela�on to the trial of Yüksel Yalçınkaya, who was convicted of 
membership of an armed terrorist organisa�on for allegedly being a member of the Gülen 
Movement. The charges of ‘using the ByLock messaging applica�on’, ‘having an account at 
Bank Asya’ and ‘being a member of certain trade unions and associa�ons’, which the Turkish 
Courts used as evidence for Yalçınkaya's convic�on, were not accepted by the ECtHR as 
sufficient evidence for membership of a terrorist organisa�on.45  Moreover, the Court said that 

 
35 Describing the corrup�on opera�ons as a coup against him, Erdoğan started to insult and slander the Gülen 
movement. See media news 
36 See media news 
37 See media news 
38 See media news 
39 See media news 
40 For the statements of Minister of Jus�ce Yılmaz Tunç See. 
41 See media news 
42 See media news 
43 UN report on the impact of the state of emergency on human rights in Türkiye; Views adopted by the 
Working Group on Arbitrary Deten�on at its 98th session.      
44  Yüksel Yalçınkaya v Türkiye,  26 September 2023, ECtHR 
45 Yalçınkaya Judgement, para. 272, 356, 402 

https://t24.com.tr/haber/basbakan-Erdo%C4%9Fan-bakanlarin-istifalari-sonrasi-ilk-kez-konusuyor,246895
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN0SV1PZ/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-36818401
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKCN1G61W4/
https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/15-temmuz-darbe-girisimi/bakan-tunc-darbe-girisimi-gecesini-ve-fetoyle-mucadeleyi-aaya-anlatti/2944560
https://tr.euronews.com/2020/07/15/verilerle-15-temmuz-sonras-ve-ohal-sureci
https://www.politico.eu/article/fethullah-gulen-gilles-de-kerchove-eu-anti-terror-chief-gulen-network-not-terrorist-organization/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2018/03/turkey-un-report-details-extensive-human-rights-violations-during-protracted
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/detention-wg/opinions/session98/a-hrc-wgad-66-2023-turkiye-aev.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/tur#%7B%22display%22:%5B2%5D,%22tabview%22:%5B%22related%22%5D,%22languageisocode%22:%5B%22ENG%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22001-227636%22%5D%7D
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the domes�c courts had interpreted na�onal terrorism laws so broadly as to violate 
fundamental rights and that the evidence used to establish membership of a terrorist 
organisa�on was unlawfully obtained.46      

41. The ECtHR issued a press release a�er the judgement, sta�ng that the points evaluated in the 
judgement concern approximately 8,500 cases pending before the Court and that the number 
of applica�ons to the Court on the same issue will increase significantly in the coming years, 
considering that there are 100,000 ByLock users in Türkiye.47  Emphasising that the situa�on 
in Türkiye is a systemic problem, the Court asked Türkiye to find a solu�on to this systemic 
problem.48  However, the judgement has not yet been implemented in domes�c law and 
Türkiye has not taken any steps to solve the systemic problem men�oned by the ECtHR. 
Moreover, the ECtHR requested Türkiye's defence for 1000 applica�ons on the same issue.49 

a. Torture and ill-treatment as a State policy  
42. Following the coup atempt, large-scale arrests took place. Among those arrested were 

soldiers, police officers, members of the judiciary, academics and civilians. On the one hand, 
many people were reported to have been subjected to torture and ill-treatment during 
deten�on, while on the other hand, in overcrowded prisons, prisoners were subjected to ill-
treatment and inhumane condi�ons, did not receive adequate health care and were subjected 
to physical violence. From 2016 to the present day, reported cases of torture and ill-treatment 
against members of the Gülen movement have always been appeared in the media and 
included in the reports of na�onal and interna�onal organisa�ons.50  

43. Although the state of emergency has been legally li�ed, a de facto state of emergency is s�ll 
in place and hundreds of people are detained by Erdoğan regime almost every week for alleged 
membership of the Gülen movement.51 During these deten�ons, there have been cases of 
torture and ill-treatment, both physical and psychological. This alarming situa�on is s�ll being 
reflected in the independent reports of interna�onal organisa�ons.52 

Türkiye Tribunal 
44. Türkiye Tribunal is an independent civil ini�a�ve established in 2021 to document and 

publicise to the interna�onal community the increasing number of human rights viola�ons in 
Türkiye a�er the atempted coup in 2016.53 While not an official judicial body, the Tribunal 
hears tes�monies from vic�ms and witnesses, prepares reports and makes decisions. The 
Tribunal is supported by human rights defenders and lawyers and its ac�vi�es draw aten�on 
to serious viola�ons such as deten�ons, arrests, torture and ill-treatment. It carries out its 
work based on reports by organisa�ons such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 

 
46 Ibid. 
47 For the ECHR press release See 
48 Ibid. 
49 For the ECHR press release in December, in April. 
50 ‘A Blank Check : Türkiye’s Post-Coup Suspension of Safeguards Against Torture’ Human Rights Watch (2016) 
report; ‘Amnesty Interna�onal Report 2016/17 – Türkiye’ Amnesty Interna�onal (2017) report; UN's special 
rapporteur on torture Nils Melzer’s statements (2016); Report by the European Commitee for the Preven�on 
of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT) in 2017; Report on the impact of the 
state of emergency on human rights in Türkiye, Office of the United Na�ons High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (2018) 
51 Up-to-date ‘Mass Deten�on Database’ prepared by Solidarity with Others  
52 ‘Report on Allega�ons of systemic torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in places of 
deten�on in Europe’ Parlemantary Assembly of Council of Europe (2023)  
53 About Türkiye Tribunal 

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-7832235-10873331&filename=European%20Court%20notifies%201000%20applications%20to%20the%20Turkish%20Government%20concerning%20convictions%20based%20on%20use%20of%20ByLock%20messaging%20application%20as%20follow-up%20to%20the%20Y%C3%BCksel%20Yal%C3%A7inkaya%20v.%20T%C3%BCrkiye%20judgment.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-7832235-10873331&filename=European%20Court%20notifies%201000%20applications%20to%20the%20Turkish%20Government%20concerning%20convictions%20based%20on%20use%20of%20ByLock%20messaging%20application%20as%20follow-up%20to%20the%20Y%C3%BCksel%20Yal%C3%A7inkaya%20v.%20T%C3%BCrkiye%20judgment.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-7936609-11057326&filename=European%20Court%20notifies%20second%20batch%20of%201000%20applications%20to%20Turkish%20Government%20concerning%20convictions%20for%20terrorism%20offences%20based%20on%20use%20of%20Bylock.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/10/26/blank-check/turkeys-post-coup-suspension-safeguards-against-torture
https://www.refworld.org/reference/annualreport/amnesty/2017/en/115686
https://www.dw.com/en/un-expert-torture-and-abuse-widespread-in-turkey-following-july-coup-bid/a-36623632
https://rm.coe.int/16809f209e
https://www.refworld.org/reference/countryrep/ohchr/2018/en/120660
https://www.solidaritywithothers.com/mass-detentions
https://rm.coe.int/allegations-of-systemic-torture-and-inhuman-or-degrading-treatment-or-/1680abb0ea
https://turkeytribunal.org/why-a-turkey-tribunal/
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Interna�onal and aims to raise awareness by communica�ng these reports to the interna�onal 
public.  

45. In 2021, the Türkiye Tribunal in Geneva examined in detail the cases of torture and ill-
treatment in Türkiye. Witness tes�monies and expert reports documented systema�c 
prac�ces of torture, par�cularly against individuals linked to the Gülen movement and Kurdish 
poli�cal forma�ons. The Tribunal noted that Türkiye had failed to take adequate steps to 
prevent and inves�gate torture, contrary to its obliga�ons under interna�onal law.54 The 
Türkiye Tribunal found that acts such as torture and enforced disappearances in Türkiye were 
part of a widespread and systema�c atack on civilians and may cons�tute crimes against 
humanity. The Tribunal submited its findings to the Interna�onal Criminal Court (ICC) to 
ensure that those responsible for human rights viola�ons do not go unpunished. 

Torture and ill-treatment in Prisons and denial of rights 
46. Repor�ng torture and ill-treatment cases in Turkish prisons is fraught with difficul�es, as 

vic�ms and their families o�en face in�mida�on and fear of retalia�on, while independent 
monitoring and inves�ga�ons are severely restricted. Despite these challenges, credible 
reports persist of such abuses, par�cularly targe�ng followers of the Gülen movement, which 
the Turkish government con�nues to crack down on relentlessly.55 Detainees accused of links 
to this movement frequently report severe mistreatment, including physical and psychological 
abuse, in a climate where accountability is scarce and human rights safeguards are rou�nely 
disregarded.  

47. In addi�on to the systemic problems in prisons such as water cuts, hea�ng problems, lack of 
access to health facili�es are frequently reported in the press, decisions of the prison 
administra�ons that worsen the physical and psychological well-being of prisoners have been 
observed. In prisons where members of the Gülen movement are held, the cause of these 
problems is deliberate and inten�onal oppression on those imprisoned. For example, İbrahim 
Emre, a former police chief who was dismissed from his job by a state of emergency decree, 
and his two brothers, who are currently imprisoned in other prisons, were not allowed to 
atend the funeral of their sister, a teacher who died in a traffic accident on her way back from 
a prison visit.56 Even though MPs working in the field of human rights and some prominent 
figures in Türkiye raised the issue on social media, the prison administra�on responded 
nega�vely to the requests.57 

 

 

 

 

 

 
54 Reports of Türkiye Tribunal (2021) 
55 ‘Report on Allega�ons of systemic torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in places of 
deten�on in Europe’ Parlemantary Assembly of Council of Europe (2023) 
56 Media news covering the issue. 
57 The X post of the MP raising the issue on social media. 

https://turkeytribunal.org/the-reports/
https://rm.coe.int/allegations-of-systemic-torture-and-inhuman-or-degrading-treatment-or-/1680abb0ea
https://stockholmcf.org/brothers-convicted-over-gulen-links-not-allowed-to-attend-sisters-funeral/
https://x.com/gergerliogluof/status/1783590668889178455
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5. Conclusion and Recommenda�ons 
48. We are honoured to submit this report to the Commitee Against Torture, in which we have 

atempted to shed light on grave human rights viola�ons in terms of torture and ill-treatment 
in order for Türkiye to fulfil its obliga�ons and commitments to interna�onal conven�ons to 
which it is a party.   

49. In order for the 5th periodic review of Türkiye to be effec�ve, Solidarity With OTHERS presents 
its concluding recommenda�ons below. 
 

-Issues included in the LOIPR 
Ar�cle 2  
Effective investigation 
State Party should provide informa�on on what steps have been taken to ensure an 
effec�ve inves�ga�on into the torture of Ms Işınkaralar and Mr İnandı. 
 
Enforced disappearances 
State Party should put an immediate end to state-sponsored abduc�ons abroad and 
provide informa�on about the inves�ga�ons of s�ll-missing persons, Yusuf Bilge 
Tunç and Sunay Elmas.  
 
Ar�cle 11 
State Party should inves�gate the case of 30 university students subjected to strip 
searches in Uşak province and take any administra�ve measures to prevent strip 
searches take place.    
  
-Issues not included in the LOIPR but alarmingly important 
State Party should apply Yalçınkaya Judgement in na�onal courts and to stop 
systema�c threats of arbitrary arrest and deten�on. 

 
State Party should take any measures to ensure Prison Observa�on Boards use their 
discre�on in an arbitrary manner and should ini�ate inves�ga�on for the cases 
included in the report of Human rights Associa�on (regarding prisoners deprived of 
their right to parole and condi�onal release under criminal procedure law). 
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Annexes 
Annex I – Epicrisis Report of The Human rights Founda�on of Türkiye 
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English Transla�on: 

First page: 
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Second page:  

  To the E-type prison medical examiner's office,  

Afyonkarahisar 

 

It is kindly requested that Aysun ışınkaralar, who was brought to our Afyonkarahisar E-type closed 
penal execu�on ins�tu�on on 18/05/2018 as a convict-prisoner, be examined and the result should 
be writen in the form of a report. 18/05/2018 

          Ahmet Demir 

        on-call manager of the ins�tu�on 

 

last page:  
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Annex II - Decision of non-prosecu�on (Aysun Işınkaralar) 
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ENGLISH Transla�on  
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